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1.0 Introduc�on
Ghana has an es�mated popula�on of 31 million 
people and covers a total land area of 238,535 km2. 
It is the second largest economy in West Africa a�er 
Nigeria and ranks twel�h in Africa. Since 7th 
January, 1993, the country has been under a 
parliamentary system with an Execu�ve President,  
a Parliamentary Legislature and a Judiciary.

The produc�on of oil and gas, in commercial 
quan��es, began towards the end of 2010, and 
propelled the economy to achieve a growth of 14 
percent in 2011. The economic growth however 
declined to 3.6 percent by 2016, and as at 
December 2019 reached 6.9 percent. Though a 
primary commodity exporter, Ghana relies on gold, 
oil and cocoa for its export earnings, unlike Nigeria 
and Angola who rely solely on oil export, and is not 
as adversely affected by oil vola�li�es.

Ghana a�ained lower middle-income status in 
2010 when it recorded a gross na�onal income 
(GNI) per capita of $1,230. According to the World 
Bank, middle-income countries (MICs) are 
classified as lower-middle-income economies with 
GNI per capita between $1,026 and $3,995 and 
upper-middle-income economies with GNI per 
capita between $3,996 and $12,375. Ghana, 
therefore remains a lower-middle income country 
as its GNI per capita as at 2019 was $2,220.

1.1 Purpose of the Na�onal 
       Development Monitor
The Na�onal Development Monitor is a quarterly 
publica�on on na�onal development issues by the 
Na�onal Development Planning Commission 
(NDPC). This maiden edi�on analyses Ghana's 
development progress in the last decade (2010-
2019) and compares the country's specific 
development indicators with those of four other 
Lower MICs namely, Rwanda, Côte d'Ivoire, Bolivia 
and Vietnam. Where data is unavailable, a shorter 
period is adopted in the analysis, for example, in 
some cases, the period truncated at 2018 or earlier.

The approach benchmarks the progress of selected 
development indicators under four dimensions – 
Economic Development; Social Development; 
Environment,  Infrastructure and Human 
Se�lement; and Governance, Corrup�on and 
Public Accountability. These compara�ve countries 
have been selected based on their performance in 
the last decade, and geographic loca�on – Africa, 
South America and Asia.
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2.0  Economic Development

This sec�on presents a compara�ve discussion on 
the performance of key economic development 
indicators such as GDP growth; Structure of the 
economy, Investment, Domes�c Credit to Private 
Sector, Savings, Infla�on, Interest Rate, Budget 
deficit/Surplus, Gross Debt, Export of Good and 
Services, Manufactured Exports, Trade Balance, 
Central Bank Reserves, and Foreign Direct 
Investment.

2.1 GDP growth

Ghana's GDP growth peaked at 14.0 percent in 
2011 when the produc�on and export of crude oil 
was included in the es�ma�on of na�onal output 
for the first �me.

Defini�on: Annual percentage growth rate of 
GDP at market prices based on constant local 
currency. Aggregates are based on constant 
2010 U.S. dollars. GDP is the sum of gross value 
added by all resident producers in the economy 
plus any product taxes and minus any subsidies 
not included in the value of the products. It is 
calculated without making deduc�ons for 
deprecia�on of fabricated assets or for 
deple�on and degrada�on of natural resources.

Since then, growth has been sluggish plumme�ng 
to 2.2 percent in 2015. The low growth was mainly 
due to a combina�on of declining commodity 
prices, energy ra�oning and fiscal crisis star�ng 
from 2013. This situa�on constrained produc�on in 
all sectors of the economy, especially the 
manufacturing sector. GDP growth, however, 
picked up from 2.2 percent in 2015 to 8.1 percent in 
2017, but dropped again to 6.3 percent in 2018 (see 
Figure 1). The rela�ve high growth in 2017 and 2018 
were mainly due to a combina�on of factors 
including: improvement in macroeconomic 
environment, accompanied by domes�c 

 consump�on; increase in produc�on and export of 
crude oil; recovery of the services sector; removal 
of nuisance taxes on produc�on; stability in 
electr ic i ty  supply;  and returns from the 
Government's flagship programmes in the 
agriculture and manufacturing sectors.

Among the comparator countries, Ghana's GDP 
growth rate of 6.5 percent for 2019 was only higher 
than Bolivia (2.2%). The best performing country 
was Rwanda (9.4%), followed by Vietnam (7.0%) 
and Cote d'Ivoire (6.9%). On average, Ghana's GDP 
growth rate between 2010 and 2019 was 6.8 
percent, compared to Rwanda (7.2%), Vietnam 
(6.3%), Côte d'Ivoire (6.3%) and Bolivia (4.6%); see 
Figure 2.  

 
Figure 1: Annual GDP Growth Rate, 2010 -2019    

Source: WDI, 2020
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Figure 2: Average GDP Growth Rate, 2010 -2019 
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2.2 Structure of the economy

The services sector in Ghana accounted for 44 
percent of GDP in 2019 whilst Agriculture and 
Industry contributed 17 percent and 32 percent 
respec�vely.  Ghana's  economy is  largely 
characterised by informal ac�vi�es. Similarly, the 
services sector dominates in the economies of 
Vietnam, Bolivia and Rwanda. From 2014, Ghana's 
industry sector has seen a decline from 35.0 
percent to 32.0 percent in 2019. Furthermore, the 
agriculture sector's contribu�on has declined at a 
fairly stable rate from 20 percent in 2014 to 17 
percent in 2019. Ghana, like comparators in Africa, 
Asia and South America, appears to be following a 
rare development trajectory, moving from peasant 
agriculture to services, without passing through 
modern high-produc�vity agriculture that 
cons�tutes the founda�on for manufacturing. 
Table 1 highlights the contribu�ons of agriculture, 
industry and services to GDP in Ghana and its peers.

 
Table 1: Agriculture, Industry and service values added (% of GDP)

 
Agriculture (including forestry, and fishing), value added (% of GDP)

 

 

Country 

 

2010

 

2011

 

2012

 

2013

 

2014

 

2015

 

2016

 

2017

 

2018

 

2019

 Ghana

 

27.1

 

23.0

 

21.4

 

20.5

 

20.0

 

20.2

 

21.0

 

19.7

 

18.3

 

17.3

 Bolivia

 

10.4

 

9.8

 

9.8

 

10.0

 

9.7

 

10.2

 

11.2

 

11.6

 

11.5

 

12.2

 Vietnam

 

18.4

 

19.6

 

19.2

 

18.0

 

17.7

 

17.0

 

16.3

 

15.3

 

14.7

 

14.0

 Cote d'Ivoire

 

24.5

 

26.7

 

22.2

 

21.0

 

21.1

 

18.4

 

19.7

 

18.7

 

17.5

 

15.7

 Rwanda
 

24.2
 

23.7
 

24.7
 

24.8
 

24.6
 

23.9
 

25.0
 

26.3
 

24.6
 

24.1
 Industry (including construc�on), value added (% of GDP)

 Ghana
 

17.4
 

23.2
 

26.3
 

34.9
 

34.6
 

31.7
 

28.2
 

30.4
 

31.5
 

32.0
 Bolivia

 
30.1

 
30.4

 
29.3

 
28.5
 

27.6
 

25.2
 

25.3
 

26.4
 

26.2
 

25.2
 Vietnam

 
32.1

 
32.2

 
33.6

 
33.2
 

33.2
 

33.3
 

32.7
 

33.4
 

34.2
 

34.5
 Cote d'Ivoire

 
22.4

 
24.2

 
24.0

 
26.0
 

27.4
 

19.5
 

19.1
 

20.5
 

21.9
 

23.2
 

Rwanda
 

16.5
 

18.3
 

18.4
 

17.8
 

17.7
 

17.6
 

17.0
 

17.3
 

17.2
 

18.0
 

Services, value added (% of GDP)
 

Ghana 46.5 44.6 46.1 39.1 36.1 39.5 43.1 42.7 43.0 44.1 
Bolivia 43.6 41.0 40.4 40.2 41.5 46.0 49.8 48.7 49.1 50.7 
Vietnam 36.9 36.7 37.3 38.7 39.0 39.7 40.9 41.3 41.1 41.6 
Cote d'Ivoire 53.1 49.1 53.8 53.1 51.5 54.7 54.3 53.4 53.6 53.9 
Rwanda 49.9 47.9 48.8 49.8 49.2 49.7 49.2 47.9 49.8 49.3 

Source: WDI and GSS, 2020 

Defini�on: Annual percentage growth rate of 
GDP at market prices based on constant local 
currency. Aggregates are based on constant 
2010 U.S. dollars. GDP is the sum of gross value 
added by all resident producers in the economy 
plus any product taxes and minus any subsidies 
not included in the value of the products. It is 
calculated without making deduc�ons for 
deprecia�on of fabricated assets or for 
deple�on and degrada�on of natural resources.

2.3     Investment

Sustaining the high GDP growth recorded in Ghana 
over the last three years will require high 
investment in both physical infrastructure and 
human capital. Typically, investments are needed 
to, among other things, expand produc�on, 
venture into new produc�on areas and improve 
technological exper�se.
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Consistently, Ghana has made progress in adding to the stock of investment by increasing the level from 
13.1 percent of GDP in 2010 to 26.4 percent in 2019, having peaked at 30 percent in 2015. The average level 
of investment for Ghana between 2010 and 2019  was 23 percent compared to Vietnam (28%), Rwanda 
(23.9%), Bolivia (19.9%) and Cote d'Ivoire (19.3%). Ghana outperformed its peers between 2014 and 2016 
with Vietnam recording the highest in other years of the period under review (see Figure 3).

The levels of investment in Ghana were lower than the average of 30 percent for the  Asian �gers during 
their high-growth period. These rela�vely low investment levels in Ghana are in part a�ributable to the 
poor savings capacity of the economy and high government borrowing in the domes�c market, which 
tends to crowd out the private sector from the needed credit to drive produc�ve investment.

 
Figure 3: Gross Capital Forma�on (% of GDP), 2010-2019 

 

Source: WDI, 2020
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2.4  Domes�c Credit to Private Sector 

Credit to private sector is very important to boost 
produc�on and create jobs. Domes�c credit to the 
private sector in Ghana has dipped since 2010 and 
compares poorly with other comparable countries. 
From 15.2 percent of GDP in 2010, domes�c credit 
to the private sector declined to 12.4 percent in 
2019 compared to Bolivia (69.5%), Côte d'Ivoire 
(19.6%), and Vietnam (137.9%); see Figure 4. Over 
the period, Ghana recorded the lowest average 
growth of 14.2 percent in rela�on to Vietnam 
(114.6%), the highest and Bolivia, Cote d' Ivoire and 
Rwanda with 54.4 percent, 18.9 percent and 18.5 
percent respec�vely, (see Figure 5). 

Defini�on: Domes�c credit to private sector 
refers to financial resources provided to the 
private sector by financial corpora�ons, such as 
through loans, purchases of nonequity 
securi�es, and trade credits and other accounts 
receivable, that establish a claim for repayment. 
For some countries these claims include credit 
to public enterprises. 

The increase in sales of government treasury bills 
and high interest rates offered by the government 
in the domes�c bonds market and the perceived 
risk associated with commercial banks'

Na�onal Development Monitor
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Source: WDI,

 

MOF and BOG, 2020

 

lending to the agriculture and manufacturing 
sectors may have accounted for the poor 
performance in Ghana.
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2.5  Gross Domes�c Savings
Gross domes�c savings as a percentage of GDP in 
Ghana has risen significantly since 2011, from 0.4 
percent to 22.1 percent in 2019. Ghana's 
performance since 2013, has outpaced that of 
Rwanda (see Figure 6). 

Defini�on: Gross domes�c savings are 
calculated as GDP less final consump�on 
expenditure (total consump�on).

On average, Ghana's Gross Domes�c Savings 
(13.2%) fell behind that of Bolivia (19.7%), Vietnam
(26.9%) and Cote D'Ivoire (22.3%). Government 
should intensify policies and programmes aimed at 
improving the savings culture.   

 

 

Source: WDI, 2020

 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Ghana -0.7 0.4 4.5 16.5 17.2 15.5 16.7 21.0 19.0 22.1

Bolivia 23.9 25.5 27.1 26.0 22.4 14.1 13.6 15.3 15.5 13.4

Vietnam 27.4 27.7 29.6 28.4 27.9 25.7 24.9 25.5 26.0 25.4

Cote D'Ivoire 20.7 19.5 20.3 23.6 24.6 25.5 23.4 21.4 21.0 22.5

Rwanda 4.7 6.3 6.4 8.4 13.8 15.2 15.5 11.4 10.3 10.5
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2.6 Infla�on, Consumer Prices 
       (annual % change)
Ghana's infla�on rate for the past 10 years has 
generally been high. Between 2013 and 2019, the 
annual infla�on rate for Ghana has been far above 
those of its peers (see Figure 7); with an average of 
11.9 percent compared to Bolivia (4.3%), Côte 
d'Ivoire (1.2%), Rwanda (4.2%), and Vietnam 
(6.1%); for the en�re period (2010-2019).

Figure 6: Gross Domes�c savings (% of GDP)

Figure 4: Annual Domes�c credit to private 
sector (% of GDP), 2010-2019                                                                                                                              

Figure 5: Average Domes�c credit to private sector
(% of GDP),  2010-2019                                                                                                                              
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Defini�on: Infla�on, as measured by the 
consumer price index, reflects the annual 
percentage change in the cost to the average 
consumer of acquiring a basket of goods and 
services that may be fixed or changed at 
specified intervals, such as yearly.

However, infla�on rate in Ghana has declined since 
2016 to a low rate of 7.9 percent in 2019. This is 
partly a�ributed to the stabiliza�on measures 
implemented under the Interna�onal Monetary 
Fund Extended Credit Facility programme (IMF, 
ECF); and the implementa�on of the Plan�ng for 
Food and Jobs programme, which has led to price 
reduc�on of the food items, a major component of 
the Consumer Price Index (CPI) basket in Ghana.

Lending rates charged by the commercial banks on 
loans to the private sector have been very high over 
the past decade. Rates however, decreased from 
27.6 percent in 2010 to 25.6 percent in 2013, 
peaked at 29 percent in 2014, but dipped to 23.6 
percent in 2019. Despite the fall in rates, Ghana's 
rates remain higher than comparator countries 
(see Figure 8).

Defini�on: Lending rate is the bank rate that 
usually meets the short- and medium-term 
financing needs of the private sector. This rate is 
n o r m a l l y  d i ffe r e n � a t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
creditworthiness of borrowers and objec�ves of 
financing.

 

Figure 7: Infla�on (annual %)

 

 Source: IMF, WEO, and GSS, 2020 

 

 (5.00)

 -

 5.00

 10.00

 15.00

 20.00

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Ghana Bolivia Vietnam Cote D'Ivoire Rwanda

This makes Ghana the most expensive country for 
the private sector to borrow among the selected 
middle-income countries. Specifically, interest rate 
on short-dated treasury bills like 91-day and 182-
day have all recently seen marginal upward trends 
from 14.6 percent  and 15.0 percent in December 
2018 to 14.7 percent and 15.2 percent in December 
2019, respec�vely. The monetary policy commi�ee 
of the central bank has accordingly responded with 
a reduc�on in the monetary policy rate from 17.0 
percent in December 2018 to 16.0 percent in 
December 2019.

Na�onal Development Monitor
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2.7  Lending rate 

2.8     Budget deficit 
Ghana's budget deficit as a percentage of GDP 
peaked in 2012 at 11.5 percent but has generally 
been on a declining trend, reaching a low of 4.8 
percent in 2019 (see Figure 9) and averaged 6.2 
percent. 
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Figure 8: Lending rate ((annual %) 

 

Source: IMF and

 

BOG, 2020
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Defini�on:  Budget  defic i t  i s  the  tota l 
govern ment  reven u e  min u s  th e  to ta l 
government expenditure expressed as a 
percentage of GDP

G o ve r n m e nt  m u st  e n h a n c e  i t s  reve n u e 
mobilisa�on measures and ensure compliance to 
tax regula�ons and collec�on of tax as well as 
reduce the exemp�ons provided for investors. 

 

 
Source: IMF, MOF, and GSS, 2020 
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Figure 9: Budget deficit/surplus (%)
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The downward trend can be a�ributed to the 
successful implementa�on of expenditure ceilings 
and other fiscal consolida�on measures under the 
IMF's ECF programme. Despite the improvement, 
Ghana's average fiscal deficit is s�ll high viewed 
against its comparators – Rwanda (2.3%), Côte 
d'Ivoire (3.2%), Bolivia (3.6%) and Vietnam (4.8%). 

2.9   Gross Debt

On comple�ng the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries 
(HIPC) ini�a�ve in 2006, Ghana's debt-to-GDP ra�o 
fell to 26 percent.  However, it has since been on 
the rise, increasing from 37.8 percent in 2010 to 
62.4 percent in 2019. 
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Figure 10: Gross debt (% of GPD)

Source: IMF, MOF, and GSS, 2020
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Defini�on: Exports of goods and services 
represent the value of all goods and other 
market services provided to the rest of the 
world. They include the value of merchandise, 
freight, insurance, transport, travel, royal�es, 
license fees, and other services, such as 
communica�on, construc�on, financial, 
i n fo r m a� o n ,  b u s i n e s s ,  p e rs o n a l ,  a n d 
government services. 
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Similarly, Rwanda experienced a rising trend in 
debt-to-GDP ra�o, rising from 19.0 percent in 2010 
to 49.1 percent in 2019. Vietnam and Bolivia have  

Defini�on: Gross debt consists of all liabili�es 
that require payment or payments of interest 
and/or principal by the debtor to the creditor at 
a date or dates in the future. 

also witnessed increases in debt-to-GDP ra�o from 
48.0 percent in 2010 to 54.4 percent in 2019 and 
from 37.6 percent in 2010 to 57.7 percent in 2019 
respec�vely. On the other hand, Côte d'Ivoire 
experienced a reduc�on from 63.1 percent in 2010 
to 52.7 percent in 2019 (see Figure 10). Though 
debt levels are rising in other middle-income 
countries, Ghana's debt-to-GDP is very high and 

2.10   Export of Goods and Services
The contribu�on of export of goods and services to 
Ghana's na�onal output has been moderate over 
the past years. It increased from 33.3 percent in 
2013 to 43.7 percent in 2015 and then declined to 
38.2 percent in 2019 (see Figure 11). ). It is expected 
to con�nue to grow with the implementa�on of 
several government flagship programmes like the 
One-District-One-Factory (1D1F) and Plan�ng for 
Export and Rural Development. Apart from 
Vietnam that has consistently recorded higher 
contribu�on of exports to GDP, Ghana on average, 
has outpaced Côte d'Ivoire, Rwanda and Bolivia. 
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2.11 Trade Balance 
Ghana's external trade has consistently been 
improving since 2015 a�er the ini�al deteriora�on 
in the trade balance from a deficit of 9.2 percent of 
GDP in 2010; to a deficit of 10.2 percent in 2012; but 
improved to a deficit of 8.3 percent in 2015.  

 

Figure 11: Exports of goods and services (% of GDP) 

 

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

Ghana 29.3 36.9 40.6 33.3 39.4 43.7 41.0 44.5 34.4 38.2

Bolivia 41.2 44.1 47.2 44.1 43.3 30.9 24.5 24.9 26.0 25.0

Vietnam 72.0 79.4 80.0 83.6 86.4 89.8 93.6 101.6 105.8 106.8

Cote D'Ivoire 50.6 53.8 48.9 41.5 39.3 27.4 24.6 24.9 22.6 23.5

Rwanda 11.3 13.0 12.2 13.7 14.1 15.9 15.6 19.1 19.1 19.0
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Source: WDI 2020; GSS,2020

Defini�on: Trade is the sum of exports and 
imports of goods and services measured as a 
share of gross domes�c product.

suplus of 2.6 percent was achieved in 2017, 

improving further to 2.8 percent in 2018.  Côte 

d'Ivoire and Vietnam outperformed Ghana, though 

Ghana's performance was significantly be�er than 

Bolivia's and Rwanda's. Côte d'Ivoire has 

consistently achieved posi�ve trade balance over 

the period (see Figure 12). In 2019, Ghana  

achieved a posi�ve trade balance of 3.4 percent. 

Ghana's posi�ve performance in recent years 

(2017-2019) can be a�ributed to the high export 

earnings from oil, gold and cocoa.

Since then, significant improvements have been 
made, and for the first �me in several years, a 

Figure 12:Trade balance (% of GDP) 

 -20.0

-15.0

-10.0

-5.0

0.0

5.0

10.0

15.0

20.0

25.0

30.0

2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Ghana Bolivia Vietnam Cote D'Ivoire Rwanda

Source: IMF, 2019; WDI, 2019; GSS, 2019

Na�onal Development Monitor

--
--

--
--

--
--

--
--

--
--

--
--

--
--

--
--

--
--

--
--

--
--

--
--

--
--

--
-

9



2.12     Foreign Direct Investment (Net) 
            (% of GDP) 

Ghana's net Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) has, in 
the last 10 years averaged 7.4 percent of GDP, 
achieving its highest level of 8.7 percent in 2014. 

Defini�on: Foreign direct investment is the net 
inflows of investment to acquire a las�ng 
management interest (10 percent or more of 
vo�ng stock) in an enterprise opera�ng in an 
economy other than that of the investor. It is the 
sum of equity capital, reinvestment of earnings, 
other long-term capital, and short-term capital 
as shown in the balance of payments. 

This performance reflects a strong investor 

confidence in the economy and puts Ghana ahead 

of all comparator countries – Rwanda (3.1%), Côte 

d'Ivoire (1.3%), Bolivia (2.6%) and Vietnam (5.9%). 

Figure 13 shows the annual FDIs for the selected 

countries between 2010-2018.
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Figure 13: Foreign Direct Investment (% of GDP)

Source: IMF, 2019; World Bank, 2019; GSS, 2019

2.13 Summary
Table 2 presents a summary of Ghana's performance under the economic dimension compared to the best 
and worst comparator countries. 

Na�onal Development Monitor
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Table 2: Summary of achievements under the Economic Dimension – Average for the period 

S/N Development Indicators Ghana Best Country Worst Country 

1.  GDP growth rate (annual %), 2010-2019 6.80 Rwanda  

7.2
 

Bolivia  

4.6
 

2.
  

Gross Capital Forma�on (% of GDP), 2010-2019
 

23.0
 

Vietnam 
 

28.0
 Cote d’Ivoire

 

18.3
 

3.
  

Domes�c credit to private sector (% of GDP), 2010-
2019

 12.6
 

Vietnam 
114.6

 Ghana 
 

12.6
 

4.

  

Gross domes�c savings (% of GDP), 2010-2019

 

13.2

 

Vietnam

  

26.9

 Rwanda 

 

10.3

 

5.

  

Infla�on rate,

 

2010-2019

 

11.9

 

Côte d’Ivoire

 

1.2

 
Ghana

 

11.9

 

6.

  

Lending rate, 2010-2019

 

26.3

 

Bolivia

  

9.3

 
Ghana 

 

26.3

 

7.

  

Budget Deficit (% of GDP), 2010-2019

 

-6.2

 

Côte d’Ivoire 

 

-3.2

 

Ghana

 

-6.2

 

8.

  

Gross Debt (% of GDP),

 

2010-2019

 

50.7

 

Rwanda 

 

29.0

 

Vietnam

 

53.3

 

9.

  

Export of goods and services (% of GDP), 2010-2019

 

38.1

 

Vietnam 

 

89.9

 

Rwanda 

 

15.3

 

10.

  

Trade balance (% of GDP), 2010-2018

 

-5.1

 

Côte d’Ivoire 

 

11.5

 

Rwanda 

 

-14.7

 

11.

  

Foreign Direct Investment (Net) (% of GDP), 2010-2018

 

7.4

 

Ghana

  

7.4

 

Côte d’Ivoire

 

1.3

 

3.0 SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
This sec�on presents a compara�ve discussion on 
the performance of key social development 
indicators such as life expectancy, under five 
mortality, health expenditure, access to potable 
water, unemployment, popula�on growth rate, 
years of schooling and government expenditure on 
educa�on.

Defini�on: Life expectancy at birth indicates the 
number of years a newborn infant would live if 
prevailing pa�erns of mortality at the �me of its 
birth were to stay the same throughout its life.

This   progress  can be a�r ibuted to  the 
interven�ons towards achieving the global goals 
under the immediate past Millenium Development 
Goals (MDGs) and more recently, the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).

Developments in life expectancy in Ghana have 
been similar to those of comparator countries. 
Governments in these na�ons have commited 
resources and implemented policies towards 
ensuring longer life expectancy. However, life 
expectancy has been highest for Vietnam followed 
by Bolivia. Ghana's life expectancy has consistently 
been higher than Côte d'Ivoire but lower than that 
of Rwanda since 2010.

Among these countries, Rwanda and Côte d'Ivoire 
have shown much improvement over the period. 
There is  a need to improve on the life expectancy in 
Ghana.

3.1 Life expectancy 
Life expectancy in Ghana has generally improved 
through the period under considera�on,  
increasing from 61 years in 2010 to 63.8 years in 
2018 (see Figure 14), with females averaging 64.9 
and males 62.7. 

Na�onal Development Monitor
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2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

Ghana 61.0 61.4 61.7 62.1 62.4 62.8 63.1 63.5 63.8

Bolivia 68.0 68.5 69.0 69.5 69.9 70.3 70.6 70.9 71.2

Vietnam 74.8 74.9 75.0 75.0 75.1 75.1 75.2 75.2 75.3

Cote D'Ivoire 53.0 53.6 54.3 54.9 55.5 56.1 56.6 57.0 57.4

Rwanda 63.4 64.5 65.4 66.2 66.9 67.5 67.9 68.3 68.7
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3.2  Under-5 Mortality 
Under-5 mortality in Ghana has seen a decline from 

69.9 persons per 1,000 live births in 2010 to 47.9 in 

2018 (see Figure 15). 

Defini�on: Under-five mortality rate is the 

probability per 1,000 that a newborn baby will 

die before reaching age five, if subject to age-

specific mortality rates of the specified year.

Efforts by government and stakeholders towards 
achieving the past MDGs and ongoing SDGs have 
largely accounted for the reduc�on in the 
occurrences of mortality. Despite the reduc�on, 
Ghana trailed Bolivia, Vietnam and Rwanda. Under-
5 mortality remained highest for Côte d'Ivoire over 
the period. This implies that the Government of 
Ghana will have to intensify its efforts at reducing 
under-5 mortality and achieve the SDG target of 25 
deaths per 1,000 live births. 

Source: WDI, 2019

Source: WDI, 2019

Figure 14: Life expectancy at birth, total (years)
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Figure 15: Under-5 Mortality Rate  (per 1000 live births)
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3.3  Health expenditure 
Ghana's health expenditure as a percentage of GDP 
has since 2011 declined from 2.4 percent to 1.1 
percent in 2017 (see Figure 16). 

Defini�on: Public expenditure on health from 
domes�c sources as a share of the economy as 
measured by GDP.

This represents the second least performer a�er 

Côte d'Ivoire, since 2014. Government would need 

to increase its health expenditure if the country is 

to achieve be�er health expenditure to GDP than 

comparator countries like Bolivia (4.4% as at 2017).
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3.4  Popula�on with access to basic 
      drinking water services
Access to potable water in Ghana was on the rise 
between 2010 and 2017, from 74.4 percent to 81.5 
percent (see Figure 17). 

Defini�on: The percentage of people using at 
least basic water services. This indicator 
encompasses both people using basic water 
services as well as those using safely managed 
water services. Basic drinking water services is 
defined as drinking water from an improved 
source, provided collec�on �me is not more 
than 30 minutes for a round trip. Improved 
water sources include piped water, boreholes or 
tubewells, protected dug wells, protected 
springs, and packaged or 

This performance is comparable to that of all 

comparator countries. On average, Ghana (77.9%) 

was outperformed by Vietnam (91.7%) and Bolivia 

(90.4%) but performed be�er than Cote d'Ivoire 

(72.5%) and Rwanda (55.2%).  Government needs 

to expedite ac�on on the Water for All programme 

to ensure that there is access to water by all.

Source: WDI, 2018
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Figure 16: Domes�c General Gov''t health expenditure (% of GDP)
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3.5 Years of  Schooling 
Ghana reported higher expected and mean years of 
schooling (11.5 and 7.2 respec�vely) than those 
recorded in Côte d'Ivoire and Rwanda but lower 
than Vietnam and Bolivia in 2018 (see Figure 18). 

Defini�on: Expected years of schooling: Number 
of years of schooling that a child of school 
entrance age can expect to receive if prevailing 
pa�erns of age-specific enrolment rates persist 
throughout the child's life.
Mean years of schooling: Average number of 
years of educa�on received by people aged 25 
and older, converted from educa�on a�ainment 
levels using official dura�ons of each level.

The current Free Senior High School programme is 

expected to further improve the score for Ghana in 

the coming years. However, this calls for 

commitments on the part of government and all 

stakeholders to improve educa�onal outcomes.

Source: WDI, 2018
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Figure 18: Expected and mean years of schooling
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Figure 17: Access to Portable water (popula�on with access to basic drinking water services) %
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3.6  Government Expenditure on Educa�on 
Ghana recorded a rise in government expenditure 
on educa�on between 2010 and 2012, from 5.5 
percent of GDP in 2010 to 7.9 percent of GDP in 
2012 (see Figure 19).

Defini�on: General government expenditure on 
educa�on (current, capital, and transfers) is 
expressed as a percentage of GDP. It includes 
expenditure funded by transfers  from 
interna�onal sources to government. General 
government usually refers to local, regional and 
central governments.

This period coincided with Ghana becoming a 

lower middle-income country, along with the 

produc�on of oil in commercial quan��es. 

However, since 2012, Ghana's expenditure on 

educa�on as a share of GDP has declined, to 4.2 

percent in 2018. 

On average, between 2010 – 2018, Ghana spent 

more on educa�on (5.9% of GDP)  than Rwanda 

(4.1%) and Cote d'Ivoire (4.7%).  

 
Figure 19: Government expenditure on educa�on, total (% of GDP) 
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3.7  Unemployment
Since 2013, unemployment has remained higher 
for Ghana than all its counterparts, averaging 
around 5.2 percent (see Figure 20). This high 
incidence of unemployment is an indica�on that 
Ghana's growth has not generated adequate jobs,

Defini�on: Unemployment refers to the share of 
the labor force that is without work but available 
for and seeking employment. 

par�cularly to absorb the rising numbers of youth 

who completed secondary and ter�ary educa�on 

every year. Nevertheless, unemployment has been 

rela�vely stable since 2017 in Ghana, partly due to 

government programmes on job crea�on and 

rela�ve improvement in the business environment. 

Ghana needs to con�nue to priori�ze job crea�on 

at the core of its development plans. 
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3.8  Paid Employment
Ghana recorded an increase in the propor�on of its 
workers in wage and salaried employment 
between 2010 to 2019, from 19.9 percent to 25.6 
percent (see Figure 21).

Defini�on: Wage and salar ied workers 
(employees) are those workers who hold the 
type of jobs defined as "paid employment jobs," 
where the incumbents hold explicit (wri�en or 
oral) or implicit employment contracts that give 
them a basic remunera�on that is not directly 
dependent upon the revenue of the unit for 
which they work.

However, on the average, the propor�on (23.5%) 

was lower than all other comparator countries – 

Vietnam (38.5%), Bolivia (32.6%), Rwanda (29.1%) 

and Cote d'Ivoire (24.4%). Government will need to 

increase the pace of formalising the economy and 

enforce labour laws. 

 
 
 

Figure 20: Unemployment, total (%
 

of total labor force)
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Source: WDI, 2020

Figure 21: Wage and salaried workers, total (% of total employment)
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3.10  Popula�on Growth Rate

Ghana over the period recorded a drop in its 
popula�on growth rate from 2.5 percent in 2010 to 
2.2 percent in 2019 (see Figure 23). 

Defini�on: Annual popula�on growth rate for 
year t is the exponen�al rate of growth of 
midyear popula�on from year t-1 to t, expressed 
as a percentage. Popula�on is based on the de 
facto defini�on of popula�on, which counts all 
residents regardless of legal  status or 
ci�zenship.

This however departs from the na�onal target of 

1.5 percent by 2020. On average, Vietnam and 

Bolivia recorded 1.0 percent and 1.5 percent 

respec�vely compared to Ghana's high rate of 2.3 

percent. The average of Ghana was, however, 

be�er than those of Cote d'Ivoire (2.5%) and 

Rwanda (2.6%) for the period. 

3.9  Females in Paid Employment 
The propor�on of females in paid employment has 

seen a consistent rise since 2010, from 11.9 percent 

to 17.3 percent in 2019 (see Figure 22). Despite the 

rise in the propor�ons, the average (15.3%) s�ll falls 

below that of comparator countries– Vietnam 

(33%), Bolivia (29.4%), and Rwanda (20%), but 

slightly higher than Cote d'Ivoire (13.6%). 

The Government of Ghana therefore needs to 

i m p l e m e n t  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  e l i m i n a t e  j o b 

discrimina�on against females. Also, policies that 

improve educa�onal qualifica�ons and employable 

skills of females should be promoted.

 

Figure 22: Wage and Salaried workers, female (% of Female employment)
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 Figure 23: Popula�on growth rate
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3.11  Fer�lity rate

The fer�lity rate for Ghana has declined from 4.3 in 
2010 to 3.9 in 2018 (see Figure 24).

Defini�on: Total fer�lity rate represents the 
number of children that would be born to a 
woman if she were to live to the end of her 
childbearing years and bear children in 
accordance with age-specific fer�lity rates of the 
specified year.

The average fer�lity rate for Ghana (4.1) was lower 

than those for Cote d'Ivoire (4.9) and Rwanda (4.2) 

but higher than Vietnam (2.0) and Bolivia (3.0). To 

further decrease fer�l i ty  rate in  Ghana, 

g o ve r n m e nt  m u st  p r i o r i � s e  a d o l e s c e nt 

reproduc�ve health and family planning services, 

girl-child educa�on, social safety net for extreme 

poor households, and ending child marriage. 

 
Figure 24: Fer�lity rate, total (birth per woman) 
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Defini�on: Urban popula�on refers to people 
living in urban areas as defined by na�onal 
sta�s�cal offices. The data are collected and 
smoothed by United Na�ons Popula�on 
Division

4.0 Environment, Infrastructure and 
       Human Se�lement
This sec�on presents a compara�ve discussion on 
t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  ke y  e n v i r o n m e n t , 
infrastructure and human se�lement development 
indicators such as urbanisa�on rate, forest area, 
access to electricity, mobile cellular subscrip�on, 
internet usage, and quality of port infrastructure.

4.1 Urban Popula�on
Ghana's urban popula�on increased from 50.7 
percent in 2010 to 56.7 percent in 2019. This trend 
is similar to those of the countries under 
considera�on (see Figure 25). Over the period, 
Ghana's urban popula�on was higher than  all 
comparator countries except Bolivia. 

3.12  Summary
Table 3 presents a summary of Ghana's performance under the social dimension compared to the best and 
worst comparator countries.

 
Table 3: Summary of achievements under Social Dimension  –  Average for the period  

S/N  Development Indicator  Ghana  Best Country  Worst Country 

1.   Life Expectancy at birth, 2010-2018  62.4  Vietnam  

75.1  
Cote d'Ivoire 

55.4  

2.
  

Under-5 mortality rate
 

(per 1,000 live births), 2010-
2018

 
58.0

 
Vietnam 

 

22.0
 

Cote d'Ivoire 
 

93.6
 

3.
  

Domes�c general government health expenditure (% 
of GDP), 2010-2017

 1.8
 

Bolivia 
 

3.7
 Cote d'Ivoire 

1.0
 

4.
  

Popula�on with access to basic drinking water services, 
2010-2017

 77.9
 

Vietnam 
 

91.7
 Rwanda 

 

55.2
 

5.
  

Years of schooling, 2019
 

7.2
 

Bolivia
 

9.0

 Rwanda
 

4.4

 

6.

  

Government expenditure on educa�on

 

(% of GDP),

 

2010-2018

 5.9

 

Ghana

 

5.9

 Rwanda 

 

4.1

 

7.

  

Unemployment

 

(% of total labour force) na�onal 
es�mate, 2010-2019

 
5.5

 

Rwanda 

 

1.1

 
Ghana 

 

5.5

 

8.

  

Wage and salaried workers (% of total employment) 
modeled ILO es�mate, 2010-2019

 
23.5

 

Vietnam 

 

38.5

 
Ghana 

 

23.5

 

9.

  

Wage and salaried workers, female (% of female 
employment) modeled ILO es�mate, 2010-2019

 
15.3

 

Vietnam 

 

33.0

 
Cote d'Ivoire 

 

13.6

 

10.

  

Popula�on growth

 

rate, 2010-2019

 

2.3

 

Vietnam 

 

1.0

 

Rwanda 

 

2.6

 

11.

  

Fer�lity rate, total (births per woman), 2010-2018

 

4.1

 

Cote d’Ivoire

 

4.9

 

Vietnam

 

2.0

 

Government should embark on programmes to 
ensure that urbanisa�on is associated with 
opportuni�es for economic growth, employment 
and increase in access to essen�al services 
including housing, educa�on, water and sanita�on, 
and healthcare.
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Figure 25: urban popula�on (% of total popula�on)
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4.2 Forest Area (% of Total Land Area)  
Ghana has recorded increases in its forest area 
coverage, from 40.4 percent in 2010 to 41.2 
percent in 2016 (see Figure 26). 

Defini�on: Forest area is land under natural or 
planted stands of trees of at least 5 meters in 
situ, whether produc�ve or not, and excludes 
tree stands in agricultural produc�on systems 
( for  example,  in  f ru it  p lanta�ons and 
agroforestry systems) and trees in urban parks 
and gardens.

This trend is comparable to those recorded for 
comparator countries. With the excep�on of 
Bolivia, all other countries had below 50 percent 
forest coverage. Despite this, on average Ghana's 
performance was be�er than those of Cote d'Ivoire 
(32.7%) and Rwanda (18.9%). To achieve at least 50 
percent of forest coverage, government will need 
to intensify afforesta�on programmes and 
campaigns.  

 

Figure 26: Forest area coverage (%) 
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Source: WDI, 2017   *Data only available up to 2016

Na�onal Development Monitor

--
--

--
--

--
--

--
--

--
--

--
--

--
--

--
--

--
--

--
--

--
--

--
--

--
--

-

20



4.3  Access to Electricity
The popula�on with access to electricity in Ghana 
has consistently increased since 2012, from 69.2 
percent to 85.0 percent in 2019 (see Figure 27). 

Defini�on: The percentage of popula�on with 
access to electricity. Electrifica�on data are 
collected from industry, na�onal surveys and 
interna�onal sources.

This compares favourably to those recorded by 
Rw a n d a  a n d  C o t e  d ' I v o i r e  b u t  s h o w e d 
underperformance against Bolivia and Vietnam. On 
the average, Ghana's performance (76.9%) was 
more than 300 percent be�er than that of Rwanda 
and about 29 percent worse than Vietnam. 
Government should sustain the progress in order to 
achieve universal access to affordable, reliable and 
modern energy services by 2030. 

 

Figure 27: Access to electricity (% of Popula�on)
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4.4  Mobile Cellular Subscrip�on

Ghana's mobile subscrip�on per 100 people 
recorded improvements between 2010 and 2018, 
from 70.4 in 2010 to 137.5 in 2018, but declined in 
2019 to 134.0. Similar trends were recorded in 
comparator countries for the period (see Figure 
28). On the average, Ghana outperformed Bolivia 
and Rwanda. Thus, Ghana is the second-best 
per former  in  mobi le  ce l lu lar  te lephone 
subscrip�on a�er Vietnam. Consequently, the 
Government of Ghana needs to implement policies 
and ini�a�ves to enhance mobile cellular 
t e l e p h o n y  f o r  i m p r o v e d  i n t e r p e r s o n a l 
communica�on and business environment. 

Defin i�on:  Mobi le  ce l lu la r  te lephone 
subscrip�ons are subscrip�ons to a public 
mobile telephone service that provide access to 
the Public Switched Telephone Network (PSTN) 
using cellular technology. The indicator includes 
(and is split into) the number of postpaid 
subscrip�ons, and the number of ac�ve prepaid 
accounts (i.e. that have been used during the 
last three months). The indicator applies to all 
mobile cellular subscrip�ons that offer voice 
communica�ons. It excludes subscrip�ons via 
data cards or USB modems, subscrip�ons to 
public mobile data services, private trunked 
mobile radio, 
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 4.5  Internet Usage 
The propor�on of the popula�on using internet in 
Ghana has seen remarkable improvement between 
2010 and 2019, rising from a low 7.9 percent in 
2010 to 37.8 in 2019 (see Figure 29). 

Defini�on: Internet users are individuals who 
have used the Internet (from any loca�on) in the 
last 3 months. The Internet can be used via a 
computer, mobile phone, personal digital 
assistant, games machine, digital TV etc.

This however, fell short of the usage levels in 

Vietnam and Bolivia over the period. On the 

average, Ghana outpaced only Rwanda. Since 

2015, Côte d'Ivoire has surpassed Ghana on this 

indicator. The government should implement 

policies to ensure universal access to informa�on 

and communica�ons technology, and strive to 

make it affordable.

 Figure 28: Mobile cellular Subscrip�ons (per 100 people)
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Figure 29: Individual Using the Internet (% of Popula�on)
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4.6  Quality of Port Infrastructure
The quality of Ghana's port infrastructure has been 
on a decline since 2010. The score dropped from 
4.5 in 2010 to 3.6 and 3.1 in 2017 and 2019 
respec�vely.  On average, Ghana performed be�er 
than Bolivia and Rwanda but fell behind Côte 
d'Ivoire.
Over the period, Côte d'Ivoire achieved the highest 
quality of port infrastructure (see Figure 30). 
G ove r n m e nt  s h o u l d  i nte n s i f y  effo r t s  at 
modernising the  country's ports to improve 
service delivery and turnaround �me for vessels.

The 2009 round included more than 13,000 
respondents from 133 countries. Sampling 
follows a dual stra�fica�on based on company 
size and the sector of ac�vity. Data are collected 
online or through in-person interviews. 
Responses are aggregated using sector-
weighted averaging. The data for the latest year 
are combined with the data for the previous 
year to create a two-year moving average. 
Scores range from 1 (port infrastructure 
considered extremely underdeveloped) to 7 
(port infrastructure considered efficient by 
interna�onal standards). Respondents in 
landlocked countries were asked how accessible 
are port facili�es (1 = extremely inaccessible; 7 = 
extremely accessible).

Defini�on: The Quality of Port Infrastructure 
measures business execu�ves' percep�ons of 
their country's port facili�es. Data are from the 
World Economic Forum's Execu�ve Opinion 
Survey, conducted for 30 years in collabora�on 
with 150 partner ins�tutes. 

 
 

Figure 30: Quality of Port Infrastructure
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3.12  Summary
Table 2 presents a summary of Ghana's performance under the environment, infrastructure and human 
se�lements dimension compared to the best and worst comparator countries.
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Defini�on: This indicator assesses public sector 
corrup�on percep�on levels across 180 
countries. It is drawn on 13 surveys of business 
people and expert assessments.  The index 
scores on a scale of zero for highly corrupt to 100 
for very clean. 

5.0 Governance, Corrup�on and 
       Public Accountability
This sec�on presents a compara�ve discussion on 
the performance of key governance development 
indicators such as corrup�on percep�on index, 
control of corrup�on, government effec�veness 
index and press freedom.

5.1  Corrup�on Percep�on Index
Ghana's score on the corrup�on percep�on index 
between 2010 and 2019 showed a mixed 
performance from 41 in 2010 to 48 in 2014; and to 
41 in 2019.  This trend is similar to those of 
comparator countries for the period (see Table 5). 
With the excep�on of Rwanda, Ghana on the 
average performed be�er than the others.

Ghana's declining trend is however, alarming. 
Government should therefore enhance its effort to 
address issues on corrup�on, which is cri�cal to 
restoring trust and confidence in the economy. 

 

S/N Development Indicators Ghana Best Country Worst Country 

1.  Urbaniza�on rate (% of total popula�on), 2010-2019 53.7 Rwanda  

17.3 
Bolivia  

68.2 

2.  Forest Area (% of total Land Area),2016  40.8 Bolivia  

51.1
 

Rwanda  

18.9
 

3.
  

Access to Electricity (% of Popula�on), 2010-2019 
 

76.9
 

Vietnam 
 

99.4
 Rwanda 

 

22.9
 

4.
  

Mobile Cellular Subscrip�on (per 100 people),2019 
 

112.7
 

Vietnam
  

137.5
 Rwanda 

 

64.6
 

5.
  

Internet Usage (% of popula�on), 2019
 

22.7
 

Vietnam
  

47.9
 Rwanda

  

16.5
 

6.
  

Quality of Port Infrastructure (1=extremely 
underdeveloped to 7=well developed and efficient by 
interna�onal standards), 2019

 
3.7

 

Cote d'Ivoire 
 

4.7

 Boliva 
 

2.4

 

Tble 4: Summary of achievements under Environment, Infrastructure and Human Se�lements Dimension – Average for the period

 
Table 5: Corrup�on Percep�on Index 

  score/rank 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Ghana
 Score

 
41

 
39

 
45

 
46

 
48

 
47

 
43

 
40

 
41

 
41

 

Rank
 

62
 

69
 

64
 

63
 

61
 

56
 

70
 

81
 

78
 

80
 

Bolivia

 
Score

 

28
 

28
 

34
 

34
 

35
 

34
 

33
 

33
 

29
 

31
 

Rank

 

110

 

118

 

105

 

106

 

103

 

98

 

113

 

112

 

134

 

123

 

Vietnam

 

Score

 

27

 

29

 

31

 

31

 

31

 

31

 

33

 

35

 

23

 

37

 

Rank

 

116

 

112

 

123

 

116

 

119

 

111

 

113

 

101

 

117

 

96

 

Cote 
d’lvoire

 

Score

 

22

 

22

 

29

 

27

 

32

 

32

 

34

 

36

 

35

 

35

 

Rank

 

146

 

154

 

130

 

136

 

115

 

106

 

108

 

103

 

105

 

106

 

Rwanda

 

Score

 

40

 

50

 

53

 

53

 

49

 

54

 

54

 

55

 

56

 

53

 

Rank

 

66

 

49

 

50

 

48

 

53

 

43

 

50

 

44

 

48

 

51

 

Source: Transparency Interna�onal, 2010-2019
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5.2  Government Effec�veness Index
Ghana's performance has declined from nega�ve 
0.04 in 2010 to nega�ve 0.21 in 2019. However, this 
performance was be�er than those of Bolivia and 
Cote d'Ivoire.

Ghana performed be�er than Rwanda in 2010 and 
2011, but has since 2013 been outpaced. Vietnam 
lagged behind Ghana between 2010 and 2013, but 
since 2014 performed be�er (see Table 6). The 
government should expedite ac�ons to reform the 
public sector to ensure well-organised and effec�ve 
public service delivery. 

Defini�on: Government effec�veness index 
measures percep�ons of the quality of public 
services, the quality of the civil service and the 
degree of its independence from poli�cal 
pressures, the quality of policy formula�on and 
implementa�on, and the credibility of the 
government's commitment to such policies.  
Es�mate  o f  governance  ( ranges  f rom 
approximately -2.5 (weak) to 2.5 (strong 
governance performance). Percen�le rank 
among all countries (ranges from 0 (lowest) to 
100 (highest rank)

Table 6: Government Effec�veness Index 

  es�mate/rank 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Ghana
 Es�mate -0.04 -0.05 -0.05 -0.10 -0.28 -0.22 -0.17 -0.11 -0.21 

Rank
 

54
 

54
 

53
 

50
 

44
 

46
 

48
 

49
 

46
 

Bolivia
 Es�mate

 
-0.50
 

-0.47
 

-0.37
 

-0.39
 

-0.59
 

-0.65
 

-0.57
 

-0.38
 

-0.32
 

Rank
 

38
 

40
 

43
 

43
 

29
 

29
 

33
 

38
 

40
 

Vietnam

 
Es�mate

 

-0.26
 

-0.23
 

-0.27
 

-0.27
 

-0.07
 

0.07
 

0.02
 

0.01
 

0.00
 

Rank

 

46

 

47

 

46

 

46

 

51

 

55

 

54

 

53

 

53

 

Cote d'Ivoire

 

Es�mate

 

-1.29

 

-1.16

 

-1.10

 

-0.93

 

-0.83

 

-0.69

 

-0.67

 

-0.76

 

-0.57

 

Rank

 

7

 

10

 

14

 

18

 

20

 

25

 

26

 

21

 

32

 

Rwanda

 

Es�mate

 

-0.05

 

0.07

 

-0.05

 

0.02

 

-0.03

 

-0.05

 

0.10

 

0.27

 

0.21

 

Rank

 

52

 

57

 

54

 

56

 

55

 

52

 

57

 

65

 

62

 

5.3  Voice and Accountability Index
Ghana has over the period recorded a mixed 

performance with a point to point improvement 

from 0.51 in 2010 to 0.58 in 2018 (see Table 7). This 

performance was be�er than those of all 

comparator countries. To further enhance this 

performance, government must ensure public 

access to informa�on and protect fundamental 

freedoms, in accordance with na�onal legisla�ons 

and interna�onal agreements.

Defini�on: This indicator mimics percep�ons of 
the extent to which a country's ci�zens are able 
to par�cipate in selec�ng their government, as 
well as freedom of expression, freedom of 
associa�on, and a free media. The es�mate 
ranges from approximately -2.5 represen�ng 
weak to 2.5 for strong governance performance 
whereas the ranking ranges from 0 for lowest to 
100 for highest 

Source: Worldwide Governance Indicators, 2019
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6.0 Impact of the novel coronavirus 
pandemic and policy recommenda�ons 

This sec�on assesses the impact of the novel 
coronavirus pandemic (COVID-19) on the Ghanaian 
economy and also presents a compara�ve review 
of the response ac�ons by comparator countries to 
provide lessons for na�onal development. It 
further provides policy recommenda�ons to 
address issues on recovery and resilience. 

As soon as the first two cases of COVID-19 were 
recorded in the country on 12 March 2020, the 
Government enforced specific interven�ons to 
combat its spread. restric�ons on public gathering 
such as church 

These included the closure of all borders including 
the interna�onal airport, ac�vi�es, weddings, and 
funerals, wearing of face masks, and strict 
adherence to social distancing. Also, all educa�onal 
ins�tu�ons, both private and public were 
temporarily closed down and corporate businesses 
were advised to encourage their staff to work from 
home. The Greater Accra Metropolitan Area and 
Greater Kumasi Metropolitan Area, which were the 
epicenters in Ghana were lockdown for three 
weeks. All non-essen�al services and businesses 
were restricted and residents were mandated to 
stay at home during that period. 

  es�mate/rank 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Ghana
 Es�mate

 
0.51

 
0.48

 
0.43

 
0.44

 
0.46

 
0.49

 
0.58

 
0.60

 
0.58

 

Rank
 

63
 

62
 

62
 

62
 

62
 

64
 

67
 

67
 

68
 

Bolivia
 

Es�mate
 

-0.04
 

-0.07
 

-0.08
 

-0.07
 

-0.03
 

0.00
 

-0.04
 

-0.03
 

-0.04
 

Rank

 

47

 

46

 

46

 

46

 

48

 

47

 

45

 

46

 

44

 

Vietnam

 
Es�mate

 

-1.50

 

-1.46

 

-1.42

 

-1.37

 

-1.37

 

-1.36

 

-1.37

 

-1.40

 

-1.45

 

Rank

 

8

 

8

 

9

 

11

 

9

 

10

 

10

 

11

 

9

 

Cote 
d’lvoire

 
Es�mate

 

-1.05

 

-1.08

 

-0.78

 

-0.75

 

-0.51

 

-0.41

 

-0.30

 

-0.27

 

-0.22

 

Rank

 

18

 

18

 

25

 

26

 

31

 

33

 

36

 

38

 

38

 

Rwanda

 

Es�mate

 

-1.33

 

-1.33

 

-1.28

 

-1.21

 

-1.11

 

-1.14

 

-1.16

 

-1.12

 

-1.13

 

Rank

 

12

 

12

 

14

 

15

 

18

 

17

 

16

 

16

 

17

 

5.4  Summary
Table 8 presents a summary of Ghana's performance under the governance, corrup�on and public 

accountability dimension compared to the best and worst comparator countries.

Source: Worldwide Governance Indicators, 2019

 
Table 8: Summary of Achievements under the Governance, Corrup�on and Public Accountability Dimension – Average for the period 

S/N  Indicator Ghana Best Country  Worst Country 

1 Corrup�on Percep�on Index,2010-2019 43.1 Rwanda 

51.7 
Cote d’Ivoire 

3o.4 

2 Government Effec�veness Index, 2010-2018  -0.1 Rwanda  

0.1 
Cote d'Ivoire 

-0.9 

3 Voice and Accountability, 2010-2018 0.5 Ghana 

0.5 
Vietnam 

-1.4 

 

6.1 Introduc�on
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Government's response strategy to COVID-19 
sought to: 
i. limit and stop the importa�on of the virus; 
ii. contain its spread;
iii. provide adequate care for the sick; 
iv. limit the impact of the virus on social and 
     economic life; and 
v.  spur the expansion of the country's domes�c 
    produc�ve capability and deepen self-reliance.

The pandemic has diverted a�en�on and resources 
from major health programmes including malaria, 
tuberculosis, non-communicable diseases (NCDs), 
and rou�ne health service delivery. There has been 
a decline in Out Pa�ent Department (OPD) 
a�endance because people have preferred staying 
at home and prac�cing self-medica�on. This 
phenomenon has impacted nega�vely on the 
internally generated funds (IGF) of the health 
facili�es and a possible loss of incomes, especially 
to the private sector operators. It has also exposed 
years of under-investment and uneven distribu�on 
of health infrastructure and logis�cs across the 
country. Nonetheless, there has been an increase in 
people taking to jogging as a form of exercising 
which could serve as a pla�orm for a na�onal 
campaign to encourage physical fitness among all 
age groups. 

6.2 Effects of COVID-19 
       on the economic dimension
The ban on social gathering, shi�-opera�on of 
markets ,  and c losure of  borders  caused 
considerable economic hardships. There have been 
price shocks in the food and labour markets, 
restricted imports and exports, a sharp decline in 
demand for tourism and hospitality services, and 
an increase in post-harvest losses due to limited 
markets and market access. The real income of 
households has been eroded through job and 
produc�vity losses, reduced wages and price 
increases. Currently, most firms that are producing 
non-essen�al commodi�es are experiencing 
produc�on decline that may impact on their net 
profits. Meanwhile, the decision to locally procure 
some personal protec�ve equipment (PPE) has 
been a boost to the tex�le and pharmaceu�cal 
firms. Other firms likely to gain from the pandemic 
are ICT and E-commerce. 

Stemming from the above, the projected GDP 
growth rate of 6.8 percent for 2020 was revised to 
0.9 percent in July 2020. The projec�on was 
however revised to 1.9 percent to reflect strong 
o p � m i s m  o f  b u s i n e s s e s ,  i m p r o v i n g 
macroeconomic condi�ons, stability in exchange 
rate, lower input prices, modera�on in lending 
rates, and posi�ve industry prospects.

6.3 Effects of COVID-19 
       on the social dimension

Health delivery

Nutri�on
The lockdown of parts of the country, ban on public 
gatherings, and the closure of some markets due to 
non-adherence of social distancing protocols led to 
disrup�on in food (including fish) supply chains and 
markets. This resulted in food price increases and a 
reduc�on in access to food, par�cularly among 
vulnerable popula�on groups, and changes in food 
preferences either due to food shortages or 
percep�ons of food safety and convenience. Since 
Ghana imports 20 percent of its food, the closure of 
the borders also affected food supply. It is also 
an�cipated that the pandemic would exacerbate 
condi�ons of about 1.2 million food insecure 
popula�ons such as casual workers, poor 
subsistence farmers, poorest segment of urban 
informal workers, among others. On the other 
hand, the pandemic has led to an enhanced 
preference for local food.
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Disrup�ons to supply chains and movement of 
skilled and unskilled labour have affected ongoing 
infrastructure projects. Whether or not the 
pandemic cons�tutes a force majeure, it may cause 
breaches in contractual convenants to result in 
li�ga�on, delays and cost escala�on. Planned 
infrastructure works have suffered delays as 
curbing the spread and managing COVID-19 cases 
has become the topmost priority. 

6.4 Effects of COVID-19 on the 
       Environment, Infrastructure 
       and Human se�lement dimension

The closure of schools is es�mated to have affected 
about 9.3 million learners across the country. The 
government's ini�a�ve on television-based and on-
line pla�orms to ensure con�nuity in academic 
ac�vi�es, though laudable, has exacerbated the 
inequality gap as learners from poor households 
and rural communi�es are unable to access these 
services. There have been challenges with the 
complexi�es of providing quality educa�on 
remotely. In addi�on to the interrup�on in teaching 
and learning, the physical and physiological 
development of children who depend largely on 
the school feeding programme for their nutri�onal 
intake have been at risk. Also, there has been an 
increased exposure to violence and exploita�on 
especially for the girl-child, a likely rise in child 
labour, dropout rates, and recalcitrant behaviour of 
students due to inac�vity. Several teaching and 
non-teaching staff of private schools that subsist on 
the payment of school fees to remunerate their 
workers have had their salaries and allowances 
either reduced or totally curtailed as a result of the 
closure of schools, resul�ng in severe economic 
hardships to these category of workers. 

Educa�on

Employment
With about 70 percent of Ghana's workforce 
engaged in the informal economy and 60 percent of 
all workers considered to be in vulnerable 
employment, the vulnerability among working 
people has worsened with the restric�ve 
measures, border closure and observance of social 
distancing. These have resulted in workers being 
laid-off, reduced working hours and pay cuts. 
According to the Ghana Covid-19 Buisness Tracker 
Report, the pandemic resulted in about 41,952 
wo r kers  l a id - o ff  w h i le  7 7 0 ,1 2 4  wo r kers 
experienced reduced wages. Government's 
ministries, departments and agencies (MDAs) and 
other corporate ins�tu�ons have responded to the 
restric�ve measures through flexible working 
hours, including working from home and shi� 
systems. 

Produc�vity is, however, likely to reduce in the 
short-term as workers and employers grapple with 
these new working arrangements as well as se�ng 
up the necessary logis�cs and supervisory 
procedures.

The government's ini�a�ve of suppor�ng 
businesses through the Coronavirus Allevia�on 
Programme of GH₵1 billion could however, lower 
the employment effect of the crisis. Other 
ini�a�ves included: GH₵ 80 million food support 
for vulnerable households in Accra; free water 
supply for households and businesses na�onwide 
for nine months; free electricity for lifeline 
consumers for nine months and a subsidy of 50 
percent on electricity for other consumers for three 
months have partly compensated for welfare losses 
due to job losses and business closures. 
Addi�onally, an incen�ve package has been 
provided for frontline health workers - tax relief and 
allowance equal to 50 percent of basic salary for 
nine months months (April – December, 2020).

Nonetheless, financing these ini�a�ves could exert 
nega�ve repercussions on the country's debt 
situa�on and resource alloca�on. Furthermore, the 
nature of Ghana's informality and weak database 
system could undermine the efficient distribu�on 
of such incen�ves to needy workers and vulnerable 
businesses. 
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It is projected that Ghana's GDP growth  would 
decline from 6.8 percent to 1.9 percent an�cipated 
that the country will experience a decline in GDP 
growth and government's revenue, coupled with a 
decline in foreign direct investments (FDIs), which 
may result in a revision of major infrastructure 
projects including the construc�on of railway lines, 
roads, power plants and schools.

The housing market has also been nega�vely 
affected. Rent defaults are on the increase with 
investors losing rental incomes. Currently, property 
owners are experiencing a longer void period for 
houses on the rental markets, par�cularly for the 
upmarket, whilst poten�al tenants are hard 
pressed for resources to meet high rent advances.

Some Presiden�al direc�ves and enactments 
under the Imposi�on of Restric�ons Act, 2020 (Act 
1012) are being breached with impunity thereby 
posing a threat to the en�re popula�on. There is a 
high level of non-compliance with the direc�ves on 
wearing of face mask and maintaining social 
distance at public gatherings. Washing of hands 
regularly with soap under running water has also 
been a challenge for households with li�le or no 
water service.

6.5 Effects of COVID-19 on 
       the governance dimension
The par�cipatory and inclusive planning process is 
weakened by the restric�ons on movement, ban on 
public gatherings and the social distance protocols 
as metropolitan, municipal and district assemblies 
(MMDAs) have not been able to hold mul�-
stakeholders mee�ng. Many MMDAs do not have 
the capacity to resort to online and social media 
pla�orms in engaging with stakeholders, hence the 
depth and scope of consulta�on has severely been 
constrained. As a result, achieving broad ownership 
and support for programmes and projects among 
mul�ple stakeholders and ci�zen's buy-in have 
been a challenge. This could in turn affect the 
design, implementa�on and monitoring of 
programmes and projects.

With an increased focus on responding to the 
health pandemic, there is the likelihood of re-
alloca�on of resources from other sectors to the 
health sector. With a projected shor�all in na�onal 
revenue and FDIs ,  ongoing and planned 
programmes in other sectors are likely to be 
starved of resources. This may result in programme 
and project delays, abandonments and cost 
escala�on.

6.6 Compara�ve review of 
       the response ac�ons by 
       comparator countries
The ability to respond and recover from the COVID-
19 is a key measure of the resilience in Ghana. This 
is same with the comparator countries - Vietnam, 
Rwanda, Bolivia and Côte d'Ivoire who have also 
been affected by the pandemic. These countries 
have all adopted a mix of measures comprising 
lockdowns, public gathering restric�ons, tracing, 
tes�ng, isola�ng and treatment, and other hygienic 
interven�ons but the results are varied as shown by 
Table 9.  

The five comparator countries have all basically 
responded in a similar manner towards the 
pandemic.  Al l  the countries closed their 
interna�onal borders, ins�tuted lockdown for parts 
or all of the country, established standard protocols 
to confront COVID-19, provided targeted respite for 
affected households and firms and also ins�tuted 
measures for recovery.
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Table 9:

 

COVID-19 Response and Results 

 

 

Ghana

 

Vietnam

 

Rwanda

 

Côte D’Ivoire

 

Bolivia

 
2020  Popula�on

 

30,955,204

 

97,530,651

 

13,020,261

 

26,516,714

 

11,707,604

 
No. confirmed 

 

46,004

 

1,068

 

4,689

 

19,269

 

130,470

 
Confirmed cases/ pop (%)

 

0.15

 

0.00

 

0.04

 

0.07

 

1.11

 No. recovered

 

45,153

 

942

 

2,914

 

18,392

 

89,032

 % recovered

 

98.2

 

88.2

 

62.1

 

95.4

 

68.2

 No. of Ac�ve Cases
 

564
 

91
 

1,753
 

757
 

33,852
 % of ac�ve cases

 
1.2

 
8.5

 
37.4

 
3.9

 
25.9

 No. Dead
 

297
 

35
 

26
 

120
 

7,586
 % Dead of confirmed cases

 
0.65
 

3.28
 

0.55
 

0.62
 

5.81
 

% dead of popula�on
 

0.00095
 

3.58862
 

0.00020
 

0.00045
 

0.06480
 

Source: GHANA Covid 19 Monitoring Dashboard; Worldometers; published results as at 20th September 2020 

The differences in the effect of the responses in each country was related to the scheduling of policy 
ini�a�on and management, the potency of exis�ng ins�tu�ons in terms of available skills, scien�fic 
knowledge and also experience in handling the situa�on.

 Table 10: Compara�ve Performance Analysis
 

Criteria for Ranking
 

Ghana
 

Vietnam
 

Rwanda
 

Côte D’Ivoire
 

Bolivia
 

Least  confirmed cases  4th
  1st

  2nd
  3rd

  5th
 

Least confirmed cases per 
popula�on  

4th
   1st

  2nd
  3rd

  5th
 

Highest rate of recovery  1st   3rd   5th 2nd  4th  

Least rate of  ac�ve cases  1st   3rd   5th 2nd  4th  

Least percentage of dead out of 
affected  

3rd   4th    1st  2nd  5th 

Least percentage of dead per 
popula�on

 
3rd   

5th  
1st  2nd  

4th  

Source: Author's Construct, 2020

In terms of the number of absolute confirmed cases 
and the confirmed cases per na�onal popula�on, 
Ghana has performed be�er than only Bolivia (see 
Table 9 & 10). Rwanda and Cote d'Ivoire have 
outperformed Ghana in most indicators. However, 
in rela�on to the rate of recovery and ac�ve cases, 
Ghana outperformed all comparator countries (see 
Table 10). This underscores the advantage of its 
response ac�on of “Tracing, Tes�ng, Isola�ng and 
Treatment” as a very potent strategy. It further 
indicates the resilience of Ghana's health system 
and the skills, knowledge and agility of its human 
resources. This sterling performance underscores 
the strategic leadership by government in 
implemen�ng appropriate, sequen�al and 
systema�c response ac�ons. 

The number of COIVD-19 deaths as a propor�on of 
confirmed cases places Ghana as the median 
among the comparator countries.  When the 
number of deaths is measured as a propor�on of 
popula�on then Ghana has performed be�er than 
Bolivia and Vietnam, but falls behind its African 
peers. Rwanda's be�er performance could be 
a�ributed to historical ac�ons taken in response to 
the Ebola outbreak in 2019 in the neighbouring 
Democra�c Republic of Congo. Rwanda has since 
enhanced its disease surveillance and controls, 
which have proved to be a veritable na�onal 
response to the COVID-19.
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Taking a cue from this, the Government of Ghana 
has launched a na�onal plan to strengthen the 
na�onal health delivery system with the 
construc�on of addi�onal 88 district hospitals and 
six regional hospitals in addi�on to defined support 
for health research and disease control ins�tu�ons.

6.7 Policy recommenda�ons to respond 
       to the immediate challenges

Aggressive and effec�ve public educa�on is 
required to dispel myths about the disease, reduce 
s�gma�sa�on and promote good hygiene 
prac�ces. Importantly, enforcing social distancing 
and the wearing of face mask must be vigorously 
promoted to reduce the spread of the disease. 
Child-centered informa�on on COVID-19 should be 
disseminated to help children protect themselves 
and others.

Reinforce public educa�on

Improve the distribu�on of PPEs, and expand 
treatment, isola�on and quaran�ne centres across 
the country to cater for a surge in COVID-19 cases. 
Also, con�nue with the provision of other essen�al 
(non COVID-19) health care services across the 
range of care health. The contact tracing system 
should be strengthened. Support to vulnerable 
popula�on groups should be reviewed regularly to 
improve the efficiency and add on new groups 
where necessary. Health staff should be regularly 
supplied with PPEs and the health services should 
be properly managed to reduce the risk of 
contamina�on.

Adequately resource health 
and social protec�on sector

To sustain the agricultural produc�on, there is the 
need for government to facilitate access to farm 
inputs such as seedlings, fer�lizer, the needed 
machinery, extension support and e-agriculture 
facili�es. In addi�on, the agricultural value-chain, 

Support in agriculture produc�on 
and processing 

especially agro-processing, food storage and access 
to markets and credit should be sustained to ensure 
food and nutri�on security throughout the year 
and beyond. 

Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) have already 
been considered for the provision of incen�ves by 
the government. However, interven�ons must be 
targeted more at firms that have the capacity to 
innovate, create and sustain decent jobs. The SMEs 
support must also be linked to the promo�on of 
local economic development, export subs�tu�on, 
cost compe��veness and enhancing product and 
service quality. In addi�on, the current three-
month tax and one-month loan payment moratoria 
should be extended par�cularly to firms that 
produce essen�al products such as general health 
products, COVID-19 related health products, 
equipment and services.

Targeted Incen�ves for innova�ve SMEs

It is important to prepare for life a�er the pandemic 
by preparing a cross-sectoral recovery plan which 
will be triggered once the pandemic is stabilised. 
The plan should not only focus on quickly restoring 
pre-pandemic condi�ons and con�nuing with 
business-as-usual but also reinforce the 'new 
normal' such as flexible working arrangements and 
e-mee�ngs, which to some extent has been created 
by the pandemic itself. It should also put the 
country on a sound trajectory to achieve the 
na�onal development targets by reducing risks, 
maintaining focus and strengthen coordina�on 
across sectors and among stakeholders. 

Develop a recovery plan 

To quicken the pace of recovery and make it more 
equitable, the focus of the development agenda to 
“create jobs” must be sustained. Inves�ng in 
strategic industries will develop forward and 
backward linkages and serve as triggers for the 
development of other enterprises along the value 
chain. 

6.8 Medium and long-term 
      policy recommenda�ons

Provide incen�ves for strategic industries 
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Priority areas include produc�on of basic items 
which should easily be manufactured in the 
country; establishment of a foundry for tools; 
machine parts; pharmaceu�cals, petrochemicals, 
salt, and integrated aluminum industries.

Urgent focus is needed to revamp and strengthen 

Ghana's health infrastructure, including facili�es, 

human resources, informa�on management 

systems, disease surveillance and communica�on 

systems using new, tradi�onal and geo-spa�al 

technologies. Progress towards achieving Universal 

Health Coverage should be accelerated and backed 

by a sustainable financing mechanism for the 

na�onal health insurance scheme (NHIS) as well as 

a modernised and effec�ve health delivery service. 

S u sta i n e d  i nve st m e nt s  i n  re s e a rc h  a n d 

development must be made to foster partnerships 

w i t h  u n i v e r s i � e s ,  r e s e a r c h  s c i e n � s t s , 

pharmaceu�cal companies, the private sector in 

developing new drugs and vaccines.

Strengthen health systems and invest 
in research and development

While vulnerable groups need urgent support 

during and immediately a�er the pandemic, the 

development of an inclusive social protec�on 

system encompassing the informal sector and 

vulnerable groups should be the target. Alterna�ve 

and innova�ve ways of sustainably financing the 

social protec�on system must be explored. The 

current social security net should be broadened by 

providing a wide array of contributory schemes to 

suit the different financial circumstances of 

working people. It is therefore necessary to 

establish and maintain a database of eligible 

persons and ensure con�nuous upda�ng of the 

status of registered individuals. 

Improve the social protec�on system

While vulnerable groups need urgent support 

during and immediately a�er the pandemic, the 

development of an inclusive social protec�on 

system encompassing the informal sector and 

vulnerable groups should be the target. Alterna�ve 

and innova�ve ways of sustainably financing the 

social protec�on system must be explored. The 

current social security net should be broadened by 

providing a wide array of contributory schemes to 

suit the different financial circumstances of 

working people. It is therefore necessary to 

establish and maintain a database of eligible 

persons and ensure con�nuous upda�ng of the 

status of registered individuals. 

Develop and execute an import 
subs�tu�on or indigenous industries 
support plan

Ghana remains prone to a number of natural and 

man-made disasters such as flood, drought, 

earthquake, cholera and pest infesta�on. Robust 

measures must be put in place to substan�ally 

reduce disaster risk, and minimize loss of lives, 

livelihoods, property, as well as physical, social, 

cultural and environmental assets. Each MMDA 

should address disaster risks in their jurisdic�ons 

and build resilience to disasters by pu�ng in place 

ac�ons for preven�on, preparedness, response 

and recovery from disasters. 

Enhance preparedness for disasters 
and emergency situa�ons

Through mul�-sectoral  coordina�on, and 

dedicated funding, government should take 

ac�ons to: (i) create sustainable, resilient food 

systems for healthy diets; (ii) nutri�on-related 

educa�on for all; (iii) align health systems to 

nutri�on needs, and provide universal coverage of 

essen�al nutri�on interven�ons; (vi) ensure that 

Food and nutri�on security
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trade and investment policies improve nutri�on; 
(v) build safe and suppor�ve food environments for 
nutri�on at all ages; and (vi) strengthen and 
promote nutri�on governance and accountability 
across the country.

Government should partner with the private sector 

to provide standardised infrastructure across the 

country to provide access to digi�sed educa�onal 

pla�orms. This will improve access and quality of 

educa�on and promote access to lifelong learning 

for all.

Provide e-learning and distance 
learning infrastructure across the 
country

The report has reviewed Ghana's performance on a 

number of key development indicators and 

compared same to that of four lower middle-

income countries; namely Rwanda, Côte d'Ivoire, 

Vietnam and Bolivia. The analysis was based on 

data from the World Development Index (WDI) and 

Ghana Sta�s�cal Service (for Ghana only) and 

spanned the period 2010 to 2019. The results 

indicate that Ghana's performance rela�ve to that 

of the comparator countries has been mixed, with 

be�er out-turns in a few indicators, while trailing in 

others. For many of the indicators, Ghana's rela�ve 

performance can be considered average. 

Among the comparator countries, Ghana had the 

highest GDP growth rate between 2013 and 2016, 

but dipped in 2017 and has recovered to be almost 

at par with Vietnam and Rwanda. The structure of 

Ghana's economy is similar to those of the 

comparator countries with the services sector 

being the largest contributor to GDP. 

7.0 Conclusions

Ghana has the highest lending rate and provides 

the lowest domes�c credit to the private sector as a 

percentage of GDP. The la�er is largely a�ributed to 

the high deficit and government's borrowing from 

the domes�c market. Between 2010 and 2017, 

Ghana outperformed the other countries in terms 

of foreign direct investments as a percentage of 

GDP, but has now dropped to second place behind 

Vietnam.

Exports of goods and services in Ghana has 

improved since 2015 and outpaced Bolivia, Rwanda 

and Côte d'Ivoire. Successful implementa�on of 

government of Ghana flagship programmes 

(namely, One-District One-Factory, Plan�ng for 

Food and Jobs, etc.) may help to augment exports 

and improve trade balance, and help sustain the 

recent trade surplus achieved for the first �me in 

many years. In addi�on, Ghana's external reserves 

have  been  re la�ve ly  stab le  s ince  2011. 

Commodi�es cons�tute a greater part of exports 

and the share of manufactured goods exported has 

been declining in Ghana.

Life expectancy in Ghana has been improving since 

2010 but remains lower than that of the other 

countries, except Côte d'Ivoire. Similarly, under-5 

mortality rate for Ghana is only be�er than Côte 

d'Ivoire. Since 2011, Ghana's expenditure on health 

as a share of GDP has shown a downward trend 

while that of the comparator countries have 

generally been on the rise. As at 2018, Ghana had 

the lowest expenditure on health as a share of GDP.

Ghana's expected and mean years of educa�on are 

higher than its African counterparts, though the 

country's expenditure on educa�on as a share of 

GDP has generally declined since 2011.  
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Ghana's performance in 2018 was at par in second 

place with Vietnam (4.2%) and behind Côte d'Ivoire 

(4.4%). The growth success of Ghana has not 

generated enough jobs, resul�ng in highest rate of 

unemployment (averaging around 6.7 percent) 

compared to its counterparts since 2013. This is in 

spite of the country's low popula�on growth and 

fer�lity rates compared to its African counterparts. 

The data shows that Ghana and Côte d'Ivoire are 

the least performers in genera�ng wage and 

salaried jobs for their ci�zens. These two countries 

also have least representa�on of females in wage 

and salaried jobs. 

Access to electricity in Ghana has consistently been 

higher than Côte d'Ivoire and Rwanda but lower 

than Vietnam and Bolivia. Since 2012, Ghana has 

maintained the second posi�on in terms of mobile 

cellular telephone subscrip�on a�er Vietnam. 

Nevertheless, in terms of internet usage, Ghana 

has generally performed worse than Côte d'Ivoire 

and its non-African counterparts. In the area of 

ensuring quality of port infrastructure, Côte 

d'Ivoire has remained the best performer. Prior to 

2014, Ghana reported the second-best performer 

of quality of port infrastructure but has since been 

overtaken by Vietnam. 

The above analyses bring to the fore the progress of 

development in Ghana in the last ten years and the 

gaps that need to be addressed to be able to meet 

the country's development agenda as well as 

commitments to interna�onal obliga�ons such as 

the SDGs and Africa 2063 Agenda. The compara�ve 

analysis with similar middle-income countries even 

highlights more the need for a paradigm shi� in our 

development agenda, pu�ng more emphasis on 

the environment, job crea�on and infrastructure 

development to deliver at faster rate, the 

development expecta�ons of the Ghanaian people 

in the shortest possible �me.

Lessons from the COVID-19 pandemic have also 

offered the Government of Ghana a unique 

opportunity to immdediately implement a number 

of strategic interven�ons. These include reinforced 

public educa�on, adequate resources and support 

to the health and agriculture sectors,  incen�ves for 

innova�ons and a recovery plan. In the medium- to 

long-term, government must provide incen�ves for 

industries, invest heavily in the health sector, and 

research and development. In addi�on, indigenous 

industries must be supported, the country's 

preparedness for disaster and emergency 

situa�ons enhanced, and infrastructure for e-

learning adequately provided na�onwide. 
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